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News 

Hello, this is Billy the Scribe of Troop 75, here with the 

Summer Newsletter.  

This month we were happy to receive plenty of articles, 

so thank you to all of the PLC members who sent them! 

 Our first article is from Matthew Nowak, about 

performing his duties as den chief.  

 From Tyler we have another den chief article. 

 From Patrick we have details on how he aids the 

loons through his position as troop guide.  

 After that we have an article from Evan, relating 

his job as historian. 

 Next up, on the third page, we have another 

troop guide article, this one from John Zwicky. 

 Following that we have article about the position 

of instructor in the troop from Cameron Basken. 

 Then we have a piece from Carter, another 

article concerning den chiefs. 

 Subsequently, we have another article about the 

job of den chief from Sean Brennan. 

 Coming after that is an article about being troop 

librarian and encouraging you to check out troop 

merit badge books. 

 Thomas has put together an article reminding 

scouts what to wear for Class A uniforms. 

 Louis has written an article about becoming a 

part of the Order of the Arrow. 

 Cole has an article about being Chaplain’s Aid. 

 Last but not least, we have Mr. Marcotte’s 

Scoutmaster Corner article about Summer Camp. 

Thanks everyone, and have a great Independence Day! 

 

 

July: 

05 – Troop Meeting 

08 – YMCA Pre-Camp Swim Test 

19 – Troop Meeting 

24 – 30 – Summer Camp 

 

August: 

02 – Troop Meeting 

16 – Troop Meeting 

19-21 – Scoutmaster Surprise Campout 

(TBD) 

28 – COH (Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church - GSLC) 

 

September: 

05 – PLC Meeting (7 pm – 8 pm – GLSC 

Rm 114) 

06 – Troop Meeting – Normal Schedule & 

Resume Class A Uniforms 

 

TROOP 75 SUMMER 2016 SCHEDULE 
 

 

Quick links 

Troop Website 

Calendar 

 

Attention! 

If you have any articles for the next newsletter 

you may send them to me (below). 

stamos@napervilletroop75.org

http://www.napervilletroop75.org/
http://www.napervilletroop75.org/?page_id=4
mailto:stamos@napervilletroop75.org?subject=Troop%2075%20Newsletter%20Article
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Leading as a Den Chief 

In scouting, it is a necessity to don a leadership role to advance forward. I’ve chosen to be a 

den chief to fulfill this leadership role for my life rank advancement because I can help teach 

Cub Scouts with my own experiences, stories, and lessons that I learned throughout my own 

journey of scouting. It helped me give something back to Cub scouting. After all the campouts, 

friends, and memories that scouting gave me the chance to experience, it’s my way of giving 

something back. By being a positive role model to the younger scouts and helping build 

scouting's next generation. Den chiefs are assistants to the adult den leaders. We help 

organize and run the den meetings, and other pack events for the Cubs. We help with 

everything from before opening flags until after the closing ceremonies. We help set up the 

flags, teach the boys the Scout Oath & Law, and the flag protocol for opening and closing flags. 

Then, when the flag ceremony begins, the den chief may need to gently remind the Cubs to 

behave while the ceremony is taking place, and help keep the Cub Scouts from bouncing off 

the walls and hurting each other.  

When the den activities begin, the den chief must help out wherever he can by assisting, or in 

some cases leading, the activity. I also help any Cub that might be having trouble progressing 

with the activity. During game time, the den chief sometimes teaches the Cubs games. This 

helps the boys expend some energy so that they are more likely to focus during activity time. 

One of the more fun games that I've taught Cubs in the past is: Stealing Pirate Booty. In this 

game, the Cubs have to sneak up behind me while I am blindfolded and try to steal something 

from behind me, and I have to guess when they are coming. It’s always very silly, young scouts 

like to try to surprise me, but they always gave themselves away by their giggling.  

There are other ways to expend the Cubs’ energy, like competitions such as crab races, brain 

teasers like riddles and jokes, and challenges such as obstacle courses that I can help set up or 

show the Cubs how to run through. It’s not only fun for the Cubs, but it’s also fun for me to see 

how the Cubs approach these challenges in ways I would never imagine. There also other 

benefits to being a den chief. For example, some of my old friends who crossed over to other 

troops chose to be den chiefs to other dens in the same pack as I am. It’s nice to be able to see 

them again at pack functions.  

Den chiefs do more than help out at den meetings, we also help out at pack activities like the 

Pinewood Derby, we get to see pinewood derby from behind the scenes. Now we don’t make 

the cars, we make the races. Plus you can see a whole new generation of ideas for cars, some 

fast, some slow, and some somewhere in between. The role of den chief allows me to help 

lead the next generation of scouts. It can be challenging but it’s fun and rewarding. 

-Matthew Nowak 
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Den Chief Experience 

So far it is going good and I like going to Cub Scout meetings and taking time to spend with the 

Cubs. It’s great to teach them and help them reach success through scouting in their future 

years. My brother is in Cubs Scouts, so I’m helping his pack succeed along with us. 

-Tyler Constantine 

Leading as a Troop Guide 

Hi, I am Patrick Longhitano and I have been serving as one of the troops Troop Guides. I am 

the Troop Guide for the Arctic Loons patrol and my job is to act as a patrol leader for the Loons 

which means I have to lead meal planning for camp outs and I am expected to be at most 

troop events and when I cannot make it I need to find someone who is able to take over my 

responsibilities. As Troop Guide you are also an older boy that the new Loons can talk to if 

they have questions. But overall, the main focus as Troop Guide is to get all of your Loons 

ranking up as quickly as possible and usually the goal is to get them to First Class before they 

advance into the patrols. To be able to get them advancing in rank I need to keep them on task 

during scouting events so they can learn the skills they need to know to be successful in 

scouting. I also need to teach them some of the skills they need to know and I need to make 

sure they are doing things the right way, especially on camp outs when they are on their own 

with things like cooking. I need to show them how to do certain things so that when they are 

in their new patrols they will be more helpful and they won't need help doing a lot of the 

things they need to know. 

-Patrick Longhitano 

Being a Historian 

Hi my name is Evan Frazier and I serve the historian duty in the troop. The troop historian’s 

duties consist of taking pictures at events and outings, which means that I need to attend most 

of them. I also need to create a presentation of all the pictures taken for each Court of Honor 

ceremony that takes place while I’m historian. When I can’t attend an outing I need to ask 

other people to take pictures for me. A couple days after every outing I need to ask for any 

other pictures that people may have taken via email blast. Also being in a position means that 

I’m First Class rank and expected to help out the younger scouts and loons with any concerns. 

The historian position is a good job to take if you are good with emails and like taking pictures. 

-Evan Frazier 
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Being a Troop Guide 

Hi my name is John Zwicky and for the last 6 months I served as troop guide for the Pacific 

Loon Patrol. What I do as a troop guide is I act as the Loon mentor and patrol leader. It is also 

my job to get them up First Class rank as soon as possible. I introduce them to the troop and 

show them how the troop operates. I led them on the Loons basic training camp out and 

showed them how to meal plan, complete a duty roster and work together as a patrol. At 

meetings I also help the loons sign off on rank requirements. I am very proud of my loon patrol 

and I think that they will make a great future for this troop. 

-John Zwicky 

Being an Instructor  

Hi my name is Cameron Basken and I am in Troop 75 as an instructor.  I am a First Class scout 

and very close to advancing to Star.  As an instructor, I teach people many different scout skills 

such as knots and lashings. I personally like tying knots because most of the harder knots make 

you feel very satisfied when you tie them correctly. Some other things I do as an instructor is 

to help the troop guides advance the Loons to First Class. I like teaching people because it 

makes me feel very proud when they learn the scout skills, some of which could save their life 

one day. Some things I like about scouting is when you earn new merit badges or move up 

ranks , it makes you feel accomplished and it gives you the motivation to  push yourself harder 

to earn more requirements needed  for Eagle. I also like all the campouts because they are 

very active and fun and you work on requirements that get you one step closer to earning your 

eagle. Recently I’ve been helping several people complete their Eagle projects, and I hope one 

day I’ll be working on my Eagle project! 

-Cameron Basken 

Being a Den Chief 

My experience as a den chief has gone pretty smooth so far. There are a few kids that won’t 

listen so if you calm them down everyone else listens too. The pack I decided to join was the 

one I was in before Troop 75 and it has been a fun experience so far. It is fun to watch the kids 

learn and grow. They will laugh and joke around but listen up most of the time when you are 

speaking. The den is so big that both Sean Brennan and I decided to both help out with the 

den. In conclusion my experience has been mostly positive and I have learned a lot. 

-Carter Wijangco 

 
 



Boy Scout Troop 75  Summer 2016 Newsletter  

The Job of Den Chief  

In my position as den chief, I have helped a 4th grade Webelos 1 den of Pack 101 become a 

5th grade Webelos 2 den. At one of their den meetings, at their den leader’s house 

(Mrs.Hribal’s house), I taught them a skit (called the firing squad) and helped them take 

posters for an honor flight landing that they will be going to on June 8. Also, I went to their 

pack crossover meeting at Von Oven. At that meeting, they performed their skit, Became 

Webelos 2 scouts, and the whole pack played multiple games. Den chiefing has been very fun, 

and the kids that I have been helping have had lots of fun too.  

-Sean Brennan 

Get Some Books! 

Hi! I am Nathan St. Yves, Troop 75's librarian. The position of librarian is a good opportunity for 

scouts who like to be organized and love to read books! That is why I ran for librarian. For my 

position this term, I have been organizing all the 200+ books in our library so it is a lot easier 

for the scouts to find a book that they need. It would take a while to find one merit badge 

book in a pile of 200! I have also taken inventory of all the books so we know what books we 

have to use. Since we have so many out of date books we are looking to replace the old ones 

with new and up to date books. Scouts can donate their books of finished merit badges to the 

library to earn $1 in their scout account. 

-Nathan St. Yves 

Uniform Article 

Hey everyone, there's been some question on what would be considered the right thing to 

wear during Class A season. What you need to wear is your shirt with all your patches attached 

in the correct places, green pants, and a scout belt (unless your belt is built in), your 

neckerchief and slide or bolo, and you should have a pen because a scout is always prepared. 

Class A Is required for all board of Reviews whether it is summer or not. Keep up the good 

work. 

-Thomas Blair  
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Joining the Order of the Arrow 

On the weekend of June third and fifth, I did my Order of the Arrow ordeal at camp Freeland 

Leslie in Oxford Wisconsin with Mr. Snyder, Chris Snyder, Griffin Maham, and Cole St. Yves. At 

this ordeal we learned many things such as self-denial, serving others, and cheerful work we 

also had to do this rain or shine. We learned how to work more efficiently as a team and by 

our self. In the order of the arrow in every lodge there four levels of achievement or ranks 

ordeal candidate, member, brotherhood, and vigil honor. I along with most of the scouts in the 

troop are part of Lowaneu Allanque Lodge 41. 

-Louis Sosa 

Serving as Chaplain’s Aid 

Hi, I'm Cole St. Yves and I'm troop's Chaplin's Aide. What the Chaplin's Aide does is say a 

prayer at every meeting or event such as a court of honor. Being the Chaplin's Aide is lots of 

fun because you get to basically start the meeting off with one of your prayers. It's like your 

the opening act in a circus. I would definitely recommend becoming the Chaplin's Aide. One 

thing I like about scouting is the feeling of satisfaction you get when you earn a new rank, 

become an OA member, or earn a merit badge. I also obviously love to camp and cook as well 

as spending the weekend camping with your friends. Another thing I enjoy about scouting is 

the hundreds of opportunities to rock climb, scuba dive, explore caves, zip line, etc. So many 

exciting things that are so much fun. Thank you for reading this and I hoped you enjoyed my 

article! 

-Cole St. Yves 
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Scoutmaster’s Corner 

Summer is in full swing and we will be heading south to Camp soon.  I hope everyone’s 

summer is going well and wish you all a Happy 4th.   

If your son is going to camp and has not taken his BSA Swim Test yet, please make sure to sign 

him up for the July 8th test at the YMCA (See Emails from Brian Nagle).  Adults attending camp 

who intend to swim need to take the test as well. 

If you have not turned in the requested Medical Forms, please make every effort to do so by 

the Troop Meeting on July 19th (Please turn forms into Brian Nagle).  Scouts and Adults who 

have not turned in the correct updated forms will not be allowed to depart for Summer Camp 

as the Camp will not allow these individuals to attend. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and stay safe, 

-Mr. Marcotte 

 

 

 
 


