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This February and March, we are planning campouts for the upcoming 
year. Ask your scout what new things he wants to do. You can suggest 
things to him based on your own experiences, remind him to look at 
Boys’ Life to see if there are some cool things others have done, and just 
engage him in a conversation. Here is why that is important…it keeps 
the scouts interested in scouting.

We just returned from our luge trip in 
Muskegon, Mich. The key highlights are 
that we made it up and back without injury 
(always a blessing and the most important 
thing!), and the scouts were saying what an 
awesome trip it was. I always expect the 
younger scouts to be excited as it is the first 
time many are doing this type of trip. The 
great thing was to hear from older scouts 

about how much they liked this trip. Why?

1. Luging was different than things we’ve done (the request was to do 
this every week). 
 
2. They had fun building snow caves and forts and having a grand 
snowball fight with the older scouts vs. the younger scouts. (I heard 
both sides won.) 

This feedback points out the importance of trying new things in our 
camping program. The luge trip idea came from another troop and was 
introduced as part of annual planning a year ago.  In seeing how much 
they enjoyed playing the snow, it spawned an idea about doing a winter 
campout for snow caving and sledding. We want to try some new 
things next year, and we are looking for more ideas. I would welcome 
any input from parents as well (if you have any suggestions, please send 
them to me at scoutmastertroop75@gmail.com) and also invite you to 
come with us on these trips. You can ask Brian Impey, Eric Soderstrom, 
Donna and Norm Wandke, Kurt Clements and Tom Cassidy if they 
had fun on this trip–I think the answer is “Heck Yeah!”

--John Lindell  

January
20 Boards of Review

February
2 PLC meeting

7-8 Ski ’n Splash
17 Boards of Review

March
7 Merit Badge University

13-15 Starved Rock Hiking 
Trip

17 Boards of Review

April
10-12 Loons Basic Training

May
1-3 Dunes Trip

June
12-14 Mother/Son Campout

21-27 Camp Decorah

The Elements of a Great Camping Program:  
You and a Mix of Old Favorites and New 
Experiences

Scout Sunday
Scout Sunday is coming up, 
but what is it? A celebration of 
a scout’s faith. In the Scout 
Law it says a scout is reverent, 
which means "duty to God.'' 
It is held at Good Shepherd 
Church and we hand out fliers 
so people can learn about our 
troop.  It's a way to show the 
people of the church we are 
faithful and active in the 
community and the world. 
--Thomas B. 
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SCOUTMASTER’S CORNER
Dear Troop 75:

With January, we get a lot of changes in our lives. In Scouting, 
our new year actually starts in March as we get new scouts 
coming into Troop 75, and we graduate our Loons into the 

mixed-age patrols. We are welcoming our new year with these changes:

1. We are adding a new patrol–Patrol 451. The scouts came up with this name 
from the book Fahrenheit 451 and are using the Phoenix for their patrol badge.
 
2. The current Loons will all be welcomed into the four standing patrols as of 
January 13th. There, they will continue their advancements and start putting into 
practice the leadership skills they have learned to date.
 
3. A new group of Loons will join us in February and March as they cross over 
from Cub Scouts. I would ask everyone to welcome them, especially our current 
Loon parents. As these new scouts join us, they will have a lot of the same 
questions and concerns that we all had when we joined Troop 75.
 
4. We will have a new camping program created in our annual planning session 
in February that will start in September.  In addition, we will have new camping 
equipment (tents, stoves, tables, cooking equipment) for our camping program, 
funded through the Pancake Breakfast sales.
 
5. A new PLC will be elected in February; this PLC will take office in April, 
allowing for a full month of transition and planning.
 
6. We should be welcoming a new Committee Chair over the next two months 
as Mark Riebe steps into the role.
 
And with every new year, we bid farewell to:

1. The scouts who have reached 18–some will continue to participate as Junior 
Assistant Scoutmasters and continue to be involved in our program.
 
2. Our Committee Chair Donna Wandke who has faithfully served the past five 
years. She has done a wonderful job and leaves a wonderful legacy.
 
3. Our scoutmasters and Committee volunteers who are transitioning out as their 
sons age out. Thank you for your service and for making a difference–you are 
always welcome to join in our activities.

Happy New Year, and my wishes that our next Scouting Year is as Happy and 
Prosperous as the last one.

Yours in Scouting,
John Lindell
Scoutmaster

For more information on 
Scouting, please visit these sites:
Troop 75: 
www.napervilletroop75.org
Indian Prairie District: 
www.indianprairie.org
Three Fires Council: 
www.threefirescouncil.org

Historian Minute
by Andrew S.

On December 
13th, Troop 75 
went off to 
Camp Hoover on 
the annual Cabin 
Campout. After 

unpacking the equipment from 
the trailer, the troop went on a 
hike to find a few geocaches 
located throughout Camp 
Hoover. Unfortunately, there 
was no snow present during the 
campout, so the scouts were 
stuck inside playing games. 
Despite the lack of snow, 
however, everyone had fun 
during the campout.

Working Hard and Having 
Fun at the Pancake Breakfast
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