BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA TROOP 75!

OCTOBER 7, 2014

New Patrol Leader Council Elected
Here are the leaders of Troop 75 until the end of March:
SPL: Brian M.
ASPLs: Troy C. and Ryan S.
Patrol Leaders:
Mohicans: Nathan W.	

Hawks: Alan W.	

Lightning: Nick S.
Arctic Loons:	

 Sam M	

.
Pacific Loons: Ryan I. 	

Yellow Tailed Loons PL: Griffin M.
Guides: Thomas C., Jeff F., Mohit S.
Chaplain’s Aide: Thomas B.	

Historian: Andrew S.
Instructor: Ryan W.
Librarian: Chris S.
O/A Rep: Matthew L.
Scribe: Matthew M.
Quartermaster: Andrew W.
Webmaster: Danny G.

October
14 Committee meeting
21 Boards of Review
November
3 PLC meeting
7-9 Backpacking Campout
18 Boards of Review
December
1 PLC meeting
2 Court of Honor
*6 Pancake Breakfast
13-14 Cabin Camping
23 No meeting
30 No meeting
*mandatory event for ALL
Scouts and one of their parents

High Adventure Update
We still have a few spaces on the two crews going to Philmont July 13-27, 2015. If you are interested,
please contact Mr. Lindell.
We are starting to discuss week-long High Adventure trips for summer 2016. Ideas are:
	

 •	

kayaking the Apostle Islands in northern Wisconsin
	

 •	

canoeing at Northern Tier BSA camp
	

 •	

backpacking on Isle Royale National Park in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan
	

 •	

going to one of the northern national parks or even Canada
or Alaska for adventure
	

 •	

sailing in the Caribbean for a week
To go on High Adventure, you need to be at least First Class rank
and 13 or 14 years old by the time we depart–different adventures
have different age requirements. We will have an organizing
meeting as we get closer to January to assess interest.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please talk to Mr. Lindell.
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SCOUTMASTER’S CORNER
Dear Troop 75:
I was recently asked about how we determine the cost of a
campout. I thought it was a good question as it can be
murky to those who haven’t planned one before. In the spirit
of full transparency, here’s how we build the cost estimate
for a campout. There are all the costs that you would expect–cost of the actual
activity, gas, food and any cost associated. But there are many other costs that
we have to figure in to each camp out:
• consumables like paper towels, hot cocoa, dish soap, propane
• tolls and pulling the trailer (tow vehicles get significantly worse mileage – 7-9
mpg)
• a small contingency usually $5 or less–money gets used to cover fixed costs
and/or consumables
• we don’t charge scoutmasters for food and gas but only the cost of the activity
Here is a typical budget for a campout at the Scout Adventure Camp in
Rochelle, Ill.:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Each	

 Total
camping: $100 for two nights and assuming
20 scouts	

	

	

	

	

$5.00	

 $100.00
food: $15 per scout (for patrol planning we	

	

$15.00	

 $300.00
target $10)	

gas: assume 4 scouts/car @ 12 MPG; 130 miles
$11.50	

 $230.00
roundtrip, gas $4.25/gal	

contingency:	

 	

	

	

	

	

$ 3.50	

 $ 70.00
TOTAL	

	

	

	

	

	

$35.00	

 $700.00
At a minimum, each campout will cost $25 to cover camping, food and a
contingency. Gas and the cost of the activity (rafting, canoeing, etc.) are the
variables that make the costs go up.
We try to do everything we can to keep costs in line yet still preserve a great
scouting experience. Centrally buying all the food would probably cut costs and
reduce waste, but it also does not allow as many scouts to do the budget
management and food planning they are required to do. We do find
compromises like the scoutmasters centrally buying all the milk, orange juice
and Cracker Barrel items for campouts (so please don’t buy these if your scout is
doing food purchases) as these items tended to be left over in large amounts
after campouts. We review the camping budget with the Treasurer on a routine
basis to see if we are trending higher or lower than our goal, which is to be
break even for the year. Please let me know if you have any questions or
concerns.
Yours in Scouting,
John Lindell
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Quartermaster Minute
by Andrew W.
Hello all. I
would like to
take a moment
to talk to you
about returning
troop gear. In the past, this
has been a bit of an issue
because we have had tents
returned in poor condition.
Now, imagine if you were
given a tent like this at a
campout on Friday night.
Would you be happy? I don't
think so. So please actually
clean the tent when you take
it home.
You should unpack it and let
it air out; sweep it; and make
sure that no one in your tent
left something behind. If you
don't clean the tents, then Mr.
Clements will be angry, and
you don't want to see him
angry. If you know that a tent
that you cleaned is missing a
part or broken in any way,
please let me know so that
we can repair the tent before
the next use.

For more information on
Scouting, please visit these sites:
Troop 75:
www.napervilletroop75.org
Indian Prairie District:
www.indianprairie.org
Three Fires Council:
www.threefirescouncil.org
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