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As the new Senior Patrol Leader of Troop 75, I 
would like to formally welcome our new scouts. 
At Loons Basic Training at Scout Adventure 
Camp out in Rochelle, the troop taught the Loons 
basic scout skills. The older scouts did the annual 
Troop 75 Iron Chef cooking competition. Aside 
from a few isolated issues, the campout was a 

resounding success, with the Loons beginning to get 
a feel for our troop and the other boy leaders adjusting to their new 
roles. As SPL, I hope that we, as a whole, can make improvements 
to the way things are done by reevaluating old systems. The SPL 
writing a newsletter article is new, going along with my goal of 
improving communication, as is my goal of giving the Patrol 
Leaders and Troop Guides more power and more responsibility. 
Together, as fellow scouts, parents, and leaders of Troop 75, I know 
we can accomplish this and much more. Also, keep an eye out for 
upcoming events: the annual Mother-Son campout is in June.

Matthew L., Troop SPL
 

May
10 Silver Acorn Awards dinner
13 Committee Meeting, 7 p.m.

20 Court of Honor
27 Last meeting wearing Class 

A uniforms

June
2 PLC, 7 p.m.

7 Shooting Sports Day Trip
13-15 Mother/Son Campout

22-28 High Adventure trip to 
Summit in West Virginia

July
12 Raging Waves family outing

20-26 Summer Camp

August
24 Summer Court of Honor

SPL news

Scoutmaster Minute

I wanted to be sure you had the 
Mother Son campout on your 
calendar. The date is June 13-15 at 
White Pines Forest State Park. It is 
wonderful opportunity to see your 
son showing off his skills in scouting 
and to be pampered while getting to 
meet other moms in Troop 75. Your 
sons will be cooking for you, setting 
up your tents, and cleaning up after 
themselves (and you!).  
I hope to see you out at the campout!
! ! ! --John Lindell

Silver Acorn Award Winners
Congratulations to 
Assistant Scoutmasters 
Kurt Clements and Ed 
Hurst for winning the 
Silver Acorn Award for 
2014 for Troop 75. These 
men have invested 
countless hours in our 
sons’ lives. They have camped near and far (even Philmont 
in New Mexico!). This award is given annually to the “most 
outstanding adult” in each unit in Scouting. Mr. Clements 
and Mr. Hurst will be honored at the Silver Acorn Dinner 
on May 10. Today is the very last day for adults to RSVP to
Mr. Boyle.
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SCOUTMASTER’S CORNER
Dear Troop 75:

(Borrowed from an article online)
What's the Scout motto? That's right: "Be Prepared." 
Do you know where it came from? Well, it was 
started by a man who founded the Scouting 

movement almost 80 years ago. His name was Robert Baden-Powell. He 
was an English general who took the first Scouts camping back in 1907. 
He was a most interesting man. If you're curious about him, you can 
learn a little by reading page 475 of your handbook.

Baden-Powell was once asked what the motto “Be Prepared” meant. 
What is a Scout supposed to be prepared for? 

"Why any old thing," Baden-Powell replied.

That's a tall order. Life holds a lot of surprises and we can't be prepared 
for all of them. But in Scouting you're learning how to handle many 
surprises and crises. You learn how to give first aid, how to live 
comfortably outdoors, give service to your community and nation, clean 
up your environment, do good turns for people and a host of other 
things. Later this month we're going to talk about being prepared to 
make choices between right and wrong, too.

Preparing you for life is what Scouting is all about. At Troop 75, we're 
going to do our best to make you prepared for any old thing.

Yours In Scouting,
John Lindell
Scoutmaster

For more information on 
Scouting, please visit these sites:
Troop 75: 
www.napervilletroop75.org
Indian Prairie District: 
www.indianprairie.org
Three Fires Council: 
www.threefirescouncil.org

Troop Historian Report
By Keith M.

On April 11-14 
we went to 
Loons Basic 
Training at the 
BSA Adventure 
camp in 

Rochelle. We 
arrived at the camp in the 
evening, and had cracker 
barrel. Afterwards we told 
stories around the fire of 
previous trips. The following 
morning the loons arrived, 
and the scouts taught them 
the basics of Scouts and 
camping. Then we had an 
excellent dinner made by 
scouts in the cooking 
competition, followed by 
desserts. The winner of dinner 
was the Chili Mohican 
Masters with Matthew L. and 
Jeff F. The winner of dessert 
was the Cake Mohican 
Masters with Matthew L. and 
Jeff F.

On April 27 Quartermaster Connor F., Asst. Quartermaster Andrew W., 
Scribe Nathan W., Adult Quartermaster Kurt Clements, and Troy C. 
served our troop. For about two hours, we cleaned and organized the 
patrol boxes and added things that were missing. We inventoried the 
tents. We removed unnecessary items from the big trailer. If you need 
something on campouts--or more importantly--are putting something 
away, make sure that it is in the right place or don’t put it in at all. The 
only way we can keep the trailers in this condition is if you treat it like 
your room with your own personal things in it; and that (hopefully) is 
clean and gentle. If you need anything related to the trailers or anything 
in them please contact Mr. Clements or Connor F. Please keep our 
trailers from looking like a bomb went off in them. Thank you.

--Connor F.
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