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2010 Historic Merit Badges
Pathfinding, Carpentry,
Signaling and Tracking
merit badges have been
released to celebrate 100
years of Scouting.
Historical merit badges
help Boy Scouts celebrate
Scouting's past. After
December 31, 2010, these
merit badges will go back
on the "retired" list. Boys must start and finish all requirements within
2010. Visit http://www.threefirescouncil.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=269&Itemid=298 to download
the requirements for the 2010 Historic Merit Badges. Please contact
Eugene Keitzer if you would like to be a counselor for one of these merit
badges.

Swim Test
Our annual BSA swim test is at the Fry Family YMCA on
95th Street, on Friday, May 7. Times are as follows: Loons,
7 p.m.; Hawks, 7:30 p.m.; Leprechauns, 7:50 p.m.; and
Mohicans at 8:10 p.m.
The BSA swim test must be given annually to assess each
scout’s ability. Everyone going on the canoe trip--parents
included--must pass the test in order to ride in a canoe. The following is
the criteria to pass the test:
• Jump feet first into water over the head, level off and begin swimming.
• Swim 75 yards in a strong manner using one or more of the following
strokes: side, breast, trudgen or crawl. Swim 25 yards using an easy,
resting backstroke.
• The 100 yards must be completed without stops and must include at
least one sharp turn.
• Rest by floating for 1 minute to demonstrate ability to rest when
exhausted.
If you have any questions or have a conflict with this date, please tell Mr.
Trowbridge so that you can make different arrangements. Let him know if
you would like to meet at the YMCA before the test to practice.
Service Hours Opportunity
The Oakhurst Homeowners Association will be planting trees along a path in their
park in Aurora on Saturday, May 1, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Mrs. Hurst by April 24.

Troop Calendar
April
23-25 Loons Basic Training
May
4 Board of Review
18 New Scout Investiture/Spring
Court of Honor
21-23 Canoe/kayak trip
June
7 Committee Meeting
8 Summer Troop Meeting
14 PLC Meeting
18-20 Mother/son campout
29 Summer Troop Meeting
July
11-17 Napowan Adventure Base
27 Summer Troop Meeting/Boards
of Review
August
9-13 High Adventure sailing trip,
Florida Keys
17 Summer Troop Meeting
29 Summer Court of Honor
30 Committee Meeting
31 First regular fall Troop
meetings begin
Tentative Camping Weekend
Dates for 2010-2011
September 17, 2010
October 15, 2010
November 12, 2010
December 4, 2010 – Pancake
Breakfast
December 10, 2010
January 2011--Klondike TBD
February 11, 2011
March 11, 2011
April 15, 2011
May 20, 2011
June 10, 2011
July 2011 – Summer Camp
August 2011--High Adventure
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SCOUTMASTER’S CORNER
Dear Troop 75;
On March 19-21 the troop traveled to Maquoketa State
park in Iowa for a weekend of camping, hiking and
caving. The weather was warm and sunny when we left
the church, but by the time we arrived at the park it was cold and
snowing. In the morning there were a couple of inches of fresh snow
coating everything. Despite the weather and a few other surprises,
everyone had fun exploring the caves and camping. I would like to thank
Mr. Rogers for running the trip.
On April 3, four scouts and two parents picked up litter around Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. The scouts definitely earned their service
hours braving the pouring rain and blowing wind. Pastor Gary told me
to thank everyone who helped. He said that the church grounds looked
beautiful on Easter Sunday.
On April 23–25, we will be holding our new scout campout at Cantigny
in Wheaton. During this campout, our new scouts will receive training
in all of the basic skills needed for camping with our troop. If you have
any questions, please contact Mr. Klimek.
On May 7, we will hold the troop swim test at the Fry YMCA on 95th
Street. There will be a $5 guest fee for non-members. The test times will
be between 7 and 8:30 p.m.. Let me know if you can not make this date.
On May 18, the troop will be holding our New Scout Investiture and
Spring Court of Honor. We would like all of the parents of our new
scouts and those that are receiving awards to join us for the ceremony.
On May 21-23, we will be going on a two-day canoe trip on the
Wisconsin River. This should be a fun trip and a good opportunity for
our scouts to experience an overnight canoe trip.
On June 18–20, the troop will hold our Mother and Son campout at
White Pines State Park. This campout is a great opportunity for the
moms to experience what camping with the Boy Scouts is all about.
On July 11-17, we will be attending Napowan Adventure Base for summer
camp. While I enjoyed Camp Decorah for the last two summers, I am
excited to try a new camp. Over 30 scouts signed up to attend. Let me
know if you have any questions.
Yours in Scouting,
Vinton Trowbridge, Scoutmaster
Troop 75
(630) 650-1616

APRIL 20, 2010
Troop Historian Report
By Martin A.

On March 19,
Troop 75 went
to Maquoketa
caves in Iowa.
The first night
was pretty cold
with a couple of
tents having their roofs bend
inward because of the heavy
snow! One group got lost in the
morning and had to ask another
troop for directions. Finally
they reached their first cave--a
very small and narrow cave that
had a frozen bat in it! After that
we all reached a cave called
Rainy Day. As you entered, you
would step into a river of running water coming far from the
end of the cave. Many people
came out with soaked shoes
while freezing their feet off in
the cold air. Then we entered
Wide Mouth Cave. It was the
size of a mansion and a had a
path with hibernating bats
above. Many people hit their
heads on the low ceiling. That’s
exactly why helmets were
brought. Many people changed
into dry clothes and stayed at
camp after lunch as others left
to go caving. As the day ended,
we all quietly slipped into our
tents and went to sleep.

For more information on
Scouting, please visit these
sites:
Troop 75:
www.napervilletroop75.org
Indian Prairie District:
www.indianprairie.org
Three Fires Council:
www.threefirescouncil.org
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